you seek an efficient cause ot a non-entity r1 Ur on what ground do you demand that God should create a perfect world—if that were possible—or none at all? Nay, would the world be perfect without the wholesome stimulus of pain? And so the great magician charmed away the sorrow and ugliness of life with his phrases, and inspired the optimism which from that day resented as blasphemy all talk of reconciliation with our Maker for his misdeeds. But Augustine had already gathered from the Scriptures and from Ambrose's sermons that his idea of God was wholly wrong. The Manichean system was frankly materialistic. There were finer and coarser textures of matter, but the whole of existence was like what our senses perceive. Dimly and with much perplexity Augustine had realised that the Christians placed their God in a higher world. He was incorporeal, like a mathematical quantity, yet real and substantial. His imagination had fallen back helplessly to earth whenever it had tried to picture this spirit-God. Plotinus once more, with a single flash of thought, illumined a path for him which he had never seen before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
